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Putting the Boats Away 



EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to the January 2009 Broadreach.  Last year’s inclement weather did 
not deter the intrepid Broadwater members from taking part in a full sailing 
programme of events nor did it discourage work on improvements to the site 
so a lot has happened since the last issue. 
 

Both the large island and the smaller “Oak Tree” island have been cleared of 
vegetation over the year giving improved winds on the eastern side of the 
lake. 
 

Following the recovering of the roof, work on the buildings has included: re-
decoration of the changing rooms; repair and repainting of the veranda rails; 
replacement of the chairs and tables in the main clubroom and some very 
sturdy new steps for the Portakabin. 
 

Like most clubs we occasionally experience vandalism and such was the case 
last year, my boat being one of the three that were put on the water and suf-
fered some damage.  However the perpetrators chose a Wednesday after-
noon to do this when various members, who came early for the evening rac-
ing, chased them off the water and called the police. There is to be trial in re-
spect of two youths in the New Year.   
 

The 12 hour race raised £5,400 for Michael Sobell House which, though lower 
than last year’s total, was no mean achievement given that two of the major 
fund raising teams were not able to compete, and the state of the economy. 
 

A number of our members have taken their boats on holiday and 3 members 
have crossed the Atlantic in yachts, some of their stories are included in this 
edition. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year and hope for 
good sailing in 2009. 
 

Don Kyle (Editor)  
E-mail:               BroadreachEditor@broadwatersc.org.uk 
Website:            www.broadwatersc.org.uk. 

2009 Subscriptions are Due on 1st April 
 

Don’t delay Renew by 30th April & Save £ 25 on your 
Subscription. 

 

The Club will be introducing a £10 Admin fee for Registered 
Letters that will be sent after 1st July 2009 



March 8 pm The Fairway Inn, Rickmansworth) into your new diaries now, as 
we have a guest speaker booked.  John Graham is the BBC TV Producer re-
sponsible for covering the sailing at last year’s Beijing Olympics.  With Team 
GB winning so many medals on the water and John having previously worked 
on Grandstand, I am sure that he will have some interesting tales to tell. 
 

Secondly, the Dinghy Show; 7th & 8th March at Alexandra Palace.  Again we 
invite you to join us in the atrium at 1 pm with your packed lunches.  Last year 
we went to have a good look at the two-handed dinghies, with our Juniors in 
mind, this year, with fewer pennies in our purse, I have a feeling that we might 
just be window shopping. 
 

In February we will be recovering part of the main pontoon with a longer last-
ing surface.  Many of you will have noticed that the timbers are prone to rot-
ting, without this refurbishment it would only be a matter of time before injuries 
happen. 
 

Looking even further ahead, the extensive Saturday Junior Sailing Programme 
begins in April and Wednesday evening sailing in May.  The enclosed calen-
dar also has, amongst other events, details of the South and East Coast ral-
lies (yachts), and the Chichester cruise (dinghies).  
 
I shall look forward to seeing you at the club, out on the water, or at any num-
ber of the events that we run, and hope that you all have a very Happy New 
Year. 
 

Best wishes 
Catherine 
Commodore 

COMMODORE’S GYBES 
 

Dear Member, 
 

Hopefully despite the economic turmoil you all had a lovely 
Christmas and are now filled with enthusiasm and energy 
for 2009.  Before your diaries become too full, I have details 
of two events that will hopefully be of interest to you. 
 
Firstly, please put the date of this year’s AGM (Tuesday 10th 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

Since the last edition of Broadreach, which seems an awful long time ago, we 
have had a very busy summer season.  We have had lots of things to take our 
minds off the doom and gloom, such as a great junior sailing season and an-
other terrific 12 hour race in aid of Michael Sobell house. 



I would also like to take this opportunity to offer a big “thank you” to all those 
who turned up for the November Work party.  It was a really good turnout and 
a lot was achieved before the rain set in.  Some of you may not have been to 
the Club recently but a major re-organisation has taken place at the end of the 
Boat Park, if your boat has been moved you should already have been in-
formed.  This has cleared some space and generally left the place more invit-
ing to any prospective members. 
 

Some Members have expressed confusion about the new numbering system 
for the berths.  We re-numbered many of the berths to dispense with some of 
the anomalies that grew with the Club. Originally the idea was to physically 
number each berth in some manner or another. Due to pressure on time/costs 
we have not been able to do this.  Therefore to try to clarify the situation, we 
have drafted a Map which outlines the current Berth numbering and location. 
There should be a copy of this in this Broadreach; we will also post a more de-
tailed map in the Clubhouse.  When you receive your renewal notice it should 
have your berth number on it, please check that it is correct and notify me if it 
is not. 
 

I would ask members to please refrain from resting or attaching items of 
equipment to the fences as this causes damage.  I would also be grateful if 
you make sure that your boat, mast, tow-hooks etc do not project over the 
paths in the boat park as this makes it difficult for your fellow members to get 
their boats past. 
 

We have also decided to revise the arrangements for storing members’ road 
trailers in the boat park. If your trailer is kept at the club or you intend to keep 
it there please take particular note of the article on the next page. 
 

Membership renewals will be sent out in February, the club is again offering a 
discount to those who make prompt payment before the end of April.  
 

Finally, I would like to welcome the following new Members and their families 
to Broadwater. I hope they have many happy years sailing here.  
 

Full Members                         Junior members                             
Michael Bishop                      Cameron Clees 
Leo Tymoshchuk                   Gabriella and Jessica Gohl 
David Trill                               The “Maguires” Hannah, Isabel, and Rory 
Nicky Durrand                        Harriet Low 
Jonathan Heasman 
Tim and Coinnie Platten 
Matt Eykel 
Andy and Louise Young 

 

Joe Priestley, Membership Secretary 
E-mail: MembershipSecretary@broadwatersc.org.uk 



ROAD TRAILER STORAGE – IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
Historically the Club has allowed members to leave their "disabled" road trail-
ers at the far end of the boat park.  During the most recent Work Party 30  
trailers were found to be heavily overgrown and in various states of disrepair. 
Only 15 appeared to be in roadworthy condition.  The Committee have there-
fore decided that subject to availability, from April 2009 the Club will offer 15 
designated road trailer berths, free of charge, with the following provisos: 
 

1.   The road trailer is to be registered with the Membership Secretary. 
2.   The trailer is to be clearly identified with a club issued sticker, with 

owner’s surname and berth number 
3.   Inspections of road trailer berths will take place, quarterly at the end 

of March, June, September and December.  If a berth is found to be 
overgrown, the member will be contacted and asked to remove their 
trailer forthwith. 

4.   Any road trailers that are not removed on request will, after a further 
3 months, be disposed of by the club. 

DERELICT BOATS 
 
I was asked by the Commodore to have a look round the boat park at a num-
ber of apparently neglected or derelict boats of which there are quite a few.  
It’s sad to see so many boats, many of which are worth a good deal of money 
going to seed.  In an attempt to get something done about them I have been 
asked to write this brief piece. 
 
If you own one of these boats perhaps there are reasons why it is unused.  
Are you unsure how to repair it, has something broken, gone missing and you 
don’t know how to replace it, perhaps you have decided it’s the wrong boat for 
you and you would like some advice as to a more suitable boat, perhaps sail-
ing has lost its appeal and you would like to sell the boat but don’t know where 
or how? 
 
I have been sailing for nearly 38 years and have considerable experience of 
boat repairs/maintenance and where to source equipment.  If you would like 
some advice regarding your boat please give me a ring and I would be more 
than happy to discuss it with you.  My mobile number is 07775 664104. 
 
Graham Darvill 

 

JULY BROADREACH 
 

The next edition is due out in early July. Please submit any articles for 
publication by June 10th   



THE 2008 SUPER CUP - Sunday, 13th July 
 
All week it had been miserable - wet, windy, cool - and the long-range forecast 
was no better.  I had fears for the Super Cup of which I was the organiser.  
But fortunately the forecasters had not got it quite right, and it turned out to be 
a really nice summer's day - one of the very few we had this year.  Conse-
quently the turnout was good and 24 boats entered the racing. 
 
The format was 5 2 lap races of which 4 were to count.  But where was the 
wind?  Colin Gent as race officer went round the lake to find it, and all he 
could say was he spotted a few bits.  So all he could do was set a "round the 
block" course, which then took ages for us to complete, with the mini-breeze 
shifting all the time, often by 180 degrees. 
 
We only managed to sail two laps in the first race, and that took nearly one 
hour.  For the following 3 races - one more in the morning and two after lunch, 
the course was shortened to one lap only.  The 4th race turned out to be a dis-
aster with the breeze dying from nothing to nothing at all.  To end the misery 
Colin had to finish the leaders prematurely at No. 2 from a distance as he 
could not get there in time to set a finishing line. 
 
Big debate afterwards of the "you can't do that" nature, so Colin decided to 
abandon this race.  But it would not have changed the top placings.  Thus only 
3 out of the 4 results were to count. 
 
Despite the lack of wind it was a lovely day - bright warm sunshine, an excel-
lent lunch prepared by Anne Darvill and her crew, grilled by Chris Brooks and 
eaten by most of us.  Nice tea and cakes in the afternoon, and trophies and 
prizes for the top 4 and the leading under 16.  Our lovely Commodore, Cath-
erine Turner, got smothered in kisses again by the prize winners and out of 
the 24 entries there were 18 finishers.  A very good day indeed! 
 
Result:  

1st Dave & Sandra Wilson, Graduate, 3 1st places 2.25 points 
2nd Greg Hart and Jane Cadd, Enterprise, 5 points 
3rd Chris Parker, Solo, 10 points 
4th Harold Grenfell, Laser, 11 points 
Top Junior Tom French, Laser, 6th overall with 20 points 

 
Many thanks also to all those who came to help, particularly John Wilson who 
had travelled all the way from Hampshire and who worked out all the results 
and of course to Colin Gent who had a very difficult job as race officer which 
he did extremely well. 
 
Wolfgang Ansorge 



12 HOUR EVENT - 20th September 2008 
 
2008 marked the Club’s 4th sponsorship sail with the sunny weather providing 
the best conditions yet apart from sail-power, which ranged from gentle to 
soporific.   
 
The Friends of Michael Sobell House were represented by Rod Lacey 
(Chairman) and Joe Sandercock (Trustee), this year Rod invited Joe to start 
the race promptly at mid-day, 10 boats having been entered for the event..  
Aslan had a good start and led on the first lap. 
 
The club house was decorated with flags and balloons and sported signs from 
sponsorship providers Matthew Arnold (MAB), F. J. Thompson and Simply 
Outdoors.  The galley team were busy with preparations for the onslaught of 
hungry punters backed up by two slaves, Terry and Doreen from Broughton, 
together with Alan and Shirley Ford who operated the bar.  Safety on the wa-
ter was provided by Peter, Don, Graham and Chris.  As usual Kevin and Mary 
were on duty computing up-to-date results. 
 
There was organised music in a marquee and a fine craft stall.  The shore was 
covered with cheering picnickers making it a very enjoyable day for all. 
 
Prizes from Simply Outdoors, Harefield Marina, Welsh Harp and Graham and 
Alan Darvill were fought for on the hour ensuring each boat received some-
thing.  After two hours Greg’s Girlies replaced Aslan as lead boat and this po-
sition remained unchanged for the rest of the race.  
 
At 17.30 hours Chris and Graham lit the BBQ and bangers and burgers were 
available for anyone still hungry.  The draught beer ran dry!  Jason Kilbey did 
sterling work selling raffle tickets for the Kodak Digital Camera provided by a 
friend of Alan’s.  This raised £144.00 and was won by Nigel.  As twilight fell 

The Dinghy Show 
 

 Saturday 7th March Alexandra Palace 
 

Members are invited to join us in the Atrium at about 1.00 pm with their 
packed lunches. 

 
Tickets can be purchased in advance on the Ticket Hotline 0845 345 0424 

or booked online at www.dinghyshow.org.uk 
 

RYA personal members get a discount on their tickets. 



the markers on the course were lit and the fleet drifted on until approaching 
22.00 hours when it was decided to shorten the race and a rocket soared in 
the sky to the relief of those still drifting.   

 

The Craft Stall 

By now the craft stall had closed having raised £133.00 and it was time to 
start the tidying up. 
 

The results of the race were as follows:- 
 

1st Greg’s Girlies; 2nd Aslan; 3rd Father & Son; 
4th Spirit of Islay; 5th Sultan Girls; 6th Team Chalfont.com; 
7th Ode; 8th Sharks & 9th Fuzzy Duck. 

 

Greg’s Girlies won the Michael Sobell Shield and Aslan won the Dorothy 
Smith Trophy for the team raising the most sponsorship money.  The individ-
ual teams raised £4,300 as follows: 

Team Sponsorship 
Aslan     £1395 

Chalfont.com     £195 

Father & Son     £325 

Fuzzy Duck     £220 

Greg's Girlies     £409 

Ode     £410 

Sharks     £543 

Spirit of Islay     £640 

Sultan Girls     £80 

Team 4     £67 



Sales of food and refreshments, raffling the camera and other donations 
amounted to nearly £1,100 which with the sponsorship money of £4,300 
raised by the individual boats produced a total of £5,400.  In addition Charlotte 
Walford raised £250 making cakes to sell to members throughout the year. 
 
It was good to see so many younger members enjoying themselves as borne 
out by a donation and letter from the Pico contingent saying they were looking 
forward to next year’s event. 
 
Over the 4 years that we have been running this event we have asked for and 
received many suggestions on ways of improving it.  Some crews do not enjoy 
finishing at midnight particularly if they wish to race the following day.  One 
suggestion was to start earlier than midday, unfortunately there is a lot of 
preparation that has to be done on the day meaning that the organisers would 
need to arrive even earlier than their usual 8 am.  Others have suggested that 
we shorten the race which, due to lack of wind, we were indeed forced to do in 
2008.  This latter proposal has received more favour so the 2009 event be-
comes a “Race into the Dark” still starting at midday with no final duration de-
cided yet but probably finishing at 10 pm. 
 
Alan Darvill & Don Kyle 
 

 

Drifting into the Night 



MICHAEL SOBELL HOUSE 
 
Michael Sobell House is the Specialist Palliative care unit at Mt. Vernon Hos-
pital.  It was founded in 1977 through the generosity of its benefactor, Michael 
Sobell, who was an early pioneer in the electronics industry.  His daughters, 
Lady Weinstock and Mrs Helena Rubin are current Patrons of the charity 
which supports the work of the Unit. 
 
Palliative care is the treatment of pain, historically we have centred upon can-
cer but palliative care is now very much involved in other areas such as heart 
disease. 
 
Over the years Michael Sobell House has substantially expanded its services 
to the community and now provides funding for a wide range of services; 
these include Day Care, Outreach at Home, Education, Research, Counsel-
ling and Therapy Treatment.  It also substantially supports the 16 bed in-
patient unit with additional staffing above the NHS ‘norm’.  It is this additional 
staffing level that enables the team to provide a very high level of service of 
which we are all justifiably proud.  
 
The charity is committed to improving the quality of life for every patient by 
providing everything from qualified medical staff to special beds, equipment 
and even specially designed washrooms.  At the time of writing we need to 
raise £1.2 million to cover all these annual costs and this does not include any 
future funding for replacing the building which is beginning to show its age. 
 
It is always an uphill struggle to meet the charity’s financial targets which is 
why we are so grateful for the support of the community, clubs and societies 
that donate time and money to our cause.  The charity relies upon a great deal 
of volunteer help and currently we have about 320 volunteers helping out in a 
variety of ways.  Without their help we just could not provide such a high level 
of service.  If you feel you can help then please contact us.  As an example we 
always need drivers to bring Day Care patients to the centre and return them 
home later in the day.  This service is hugely welcomed by the patient and the 
families who have a day’s rest from caring for their loved one. 
 
Broadwater Sailing Club has supported us annually with its 12 hour race and 
we would like to say a very big thank you to all the members who have raced 
on the day and to all the sponsors who have generously given to the charity. 
This year you have raised £5,400 and rest assured your money will be used to 
improve the quality of life for our patients.  Once again thank you.  
 
Rod Lacey  Chairman 



12 HOUR RACE PRIZE PRESENTATION  9th November 
 

The presentation of cheques took place on Remembrance Sunday following 
the 2 minute silence.  Rod Lacey, Chairman, and Joe Sandercock, a Trustee, 
represented The Friends of Michael Sobell  House 

 

Greg's Girlies receive the Michael Sobell Shield from Rod Lacey 

 

John Smith presents the Dorothy Smith Trophy to the Aslan Team  



 

Charlotte raised £250 for Michael Sobell House by making cakes and then 
selling them to members, here she presents her cheque to Rod Lacey 

 

 

Catherine presents Rod with a cheque for £5,400 



NELSON DAY REGATTA  9th November 
 
Despite a forecast for strong winds we were greeted with gentle conditions 
when we arrived at the sailing club, lulling many of us into a sense of false se-
curity (more of which later). 
 
FIRST RACE 
The first race started with a line that was square to the wind at the committee 
boat port end but very biased to starboard at the other end.  This resulted in 
the whole fleet bunched at the starboard end vying for pole position.  Having 
managed to escape cleanly from the melee, Neal rounded the first mark in the 
lead and with that advantage managed to retain the lead in clear wind for the 
first lap before Dave & Alan snuck through on the second beat in their ex 
Shed.  Neal struggled to tag along for a while but soon lost sight of their tran-
som as they shot off into the lead winning the race by a convincing margin. 
 
Back ashore for a welcome mug of coffee, the Remembrance Day two minute 
silence and the presentations for the 12 hour race.  

 
SECOND RACE 
The race officers decided to keep the same course all day as it had worked 
well for the first race and the wind had remained fairly steady in direction.  It 
was beginning to pick up by this stage but with some huge holes – very frus-
trating to anyone who found their boat stuck in one. 
 
Dave Kinnerley having ducked to leeward of the bunch and managed to come 



away from the line at speed had, after a brief dice up the first beat with Neal 
and Shiv who started the beat pinned further to than the left of the course than 
they’d have liked, managed to round the first mark in the lead. Meanwhile 
Neal, despite getting to the port lay line a long way from the windward mark, 
managed to round it towards the front of the pack, which maybe wasn’t such a 
bad thing.  Brian and Catherine were the first to be caught by a malicious gust 
that appeared out of nowhere and tipped them in the drink.  Any amusement 
for the rest of the fleet was short-lived as they all found themselves struggling 
in the conditions that followed.  The latter half of the race being characterised 
by patchy cloud, vicious gusts with uncanny calms between.  Dave Kinnerley 
was able to pull away from the fleet.  After a couple of laps Dave Weather-
head caught up with him, but with the strength of the wind and the Laser plan-
ing a fair amount on the off-wind legs, Dave Kinnerley was able to win on 
handicap. 
 
Many thanks to the safety team for their efforts in helping everyone back 
ashore safely (if rather cold/bedraggled in some cases). 
 
A delicious lunch followed and somehow the day seemed brighter again.  
 
THIRD RACE 
Even with spirits raised by lunch, it was a somewhat diminished fleet that set 
out for the third and deciding race.  At this point any one of 4 boats could have 
won - Neal in the Enterprise and the three Dave’s, Walford, Kinnerley and 
Weatherhead, in Solo, Laser and Merlin respectively. (So the PY numbers 
can’t be that far out despite everyone thinking their own boat is rated as too 
fast.)  Perhaps it was the mounting tension that resulted in everyone arriving 
early at the favoured starboard (committee boat) end of the line trying desper-
ately not to cross before the start and sliding away from pole position in the 
process.  Brian and Catherine (Merlin) seized their opportunity and zoomed at 
full speed in to the gap between the raft of early boats and the committee 
boat.  A perfect start followed by a great beat which got them to the windward 
mark well ahead of the rest.  Neal & Shiv spent the first lap mid-fleet with 
Dave Walford stuck right on their tail so things were beginning to look pretty 
bad for them.  However Neal managed to escape Dave’s clutches on a beat 
and probably got into a different pattern of wind allowing Neal to extend his 
lead over him.  Both the other “Dave’s” in Laser and Merlin were ahead but it 
was difficult to tell how far.  Dave Kinnerley got blown over at the gybe mark 
(No.4), right where Brian and Catherine had taken a swim in the previous 
race; unfortunately, despite him managing to recover reasonably quickly, it 
probably cost him the race and therefore overall win on the day.  Neal & Shiv 
also had a few dodgy moments gybing, one in particular when the main de-
cided it didn’t want to swap sides resulting in a spectacular near death roll, but 
somehow they managed to just keep the mast pointing at the sky rather than 
down at Davey Jones’ locker. 



At the end of the race no one could tell the order of the top 4 positions and we 
had to wait for Kevin to plug the finish times into sailwave before the final re-
sults were known.  Neal and Dave Walford came out first and second.  Great 
close racing right to the end. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped on the day from those out in the cold running 
the racing and providing safety cover to the indoor team of galley slaves in the 
kitchen. 
 
David Kinnerley and Neil Parsloe 

Recollections of Remembrance Sunday 
 
In order of importance: 
 

1)   Silence – in honour of those who fought and died for our country. 
Truly the most important. 

2)   An unfurled jib works better – leaving the pontoon with only half the 
sails correctly working in a “stiff breeze” is interesting. 

3)   It helps to be near the start line when the race begins – as a result of 
2) above we were lamentably last over the line. 

 

Neil & Shiv received the Nelson Trophy from Catherine 



4)   Don’t drop the spinnaker as the gust comes – you get very wet (well 
Brian did, after he gallantly heaved me onto the gunwale)  

5) Lunch – It really is worth getting cold and wet to eat Mary’s beef cas-
serole. 

 
Catherine Turner 

 

JUNIOR SAILING  

 THE JUNIOR FLEET 
 
During the year, we have had 2 new additions to the Junior Fleet. The RS 
Feva was added so that our youngsters could experience crewed sailing and 
spinnaker use in preparation for their RYA level 4 certificates. 

 

The yellow Laser in the photograph 
to the left was kindly donated by 
Audrey following the sad death of 
Brian Freeth.  We are hoping to add 
a radial rig to it, so that it will be 
sailed more often in our Junior sail-
ing programme, as the children grow 
in size and ability. 
 
The purchase and repair costs of the 
8 Optimists, 8 Toppers, RS Feva 
and Laser are paid for by the Juniors 
themselves.  There is a small annual 
fee (£20) to join the Junior Sailing 
Programme (Saturday sailing ses-
sions, Fun Week, Chocolate Re-
gatta) with a further additional fee 
paid by those on the Certificate 
Preparation sessions.    
 

 
Please note that the fleet is only available for use by those who have paid for 
and joined the Junior Sailing programme.   
 
The club also owns and maintains 3 other club boats, an Enterprise, Wan-
derer and blue hulled Laser, which are available for use by all members. 
 
Catherine Turner 



Junior Sailing Certificate Preparation 19th July 
 
Congratulations to Emily, Alice, Ella, Jeremy, Seb, Tristan, Scott, Jason, Ian, 
Saskia, Katie, Grace, Ali and James, who this summer completed our Certifi-
cate Preparations sessions and following assessment at HOAC, were 
awarded certificates ranging from RYA Stages 1-4.   
 
In addition to demonstrating an ability to sail and right a capsized boat, the 
juniors had to answer questions on theory and knots.                                  
 

 

Solving Some Knotty Problems 

 

Getting to Grips with a Capsized Oppy 



Preparation for the certificates consisted of three groups of children, led by an 
adult and supported by a safety boat, meeting on six consecutive Saturday 
afternoons.  The early weeks were very windy, giving the children plenty of 
opportunity to practise tacking, gybing, sailing a course and their favourite, 
capsizing.  Well earned breaks were spent in the clubhouse, with a drink and 
piece of rope practising knots and theory. 
 

A huge thank you to all who put the programme together, led the groups and 
supported the juniors each week. 
 

The Junior Sailing Team are already working on next year’s programme, 
(Saturdays, 1-5 pm, 30th May – 11th July 2009)  If you would like to help de-
liver this, please contact Stewart French   01895 631260. 

Fun Three Days 2008 24th – 26th July 
 

Trying to cram Fun Week into three days is a real challenge.  Fortunately this 
year we were blessed with good weather, though we could have done with 
more wind on our final Saturday.  At least the water games were a respite 
from the lack of wind and the heat.  A total of 34 children took part in the 
event.  We usually have Oppies to spare, but this year we had a large number 
of beginners so they were in real demand.  It was useful to have several two 
person boats at our disposal.  The experienced sailors were able to use the 
new club Feva.  The Robertsons, Smiths and Kilbeys helped by allowing us to 
use their boats too.  Richard Linsdale works very hard on maintaining the 
boats and this week was no exception.  The children showed their apprecia-
tion by voting him, almost unanimously, as the cutest sailor.  He was helped 
by Tom Walker, Tom Gilbert, Chris, Clare and Matthew, who also provided 
safety cover.  Chris Brooks and the Elliotts also provided safety cover, helped 
or hindered by Russel Jones. The Elliotts organised some games for the more 
experienced sailors and Elizabeth Flinn did a lot of hard work with the novices. 
I organised the more obscure team games and tried to keep a grip on the 
whole thing.  The mums kept us going with drinks and TLC. 
 

Day 1 was sunny and windy, a perfect day for sailing.  We began the day with 
a complicated team game, then Elizabeth Flinn provided the beginners with 
some instruction in the Oppies.  The ball collect proved as popular as ever.  
 
Day 2 was again sunny with a reasonable wind.  This allowed the children to 
enjoy a variety of games and improve their skills at the same time.  I managed 
to keep the lid on the fun and games in the water until lunchtime on the final 
day, but it was a close run thing.  The lack of wind made the sailing skills 
game in teams very difficult, but I was proud of all the juniors. 
 

The Saturday training sessions have helped to improve their sailing skills.  
The barbecue was a huge success.  Chris Brooks is the barbecue king.  
Thank you to all the parents for supplying the food, to Margaret for looking af-



ter me and to Helen who works so hard in the background.   
 
After lunch we had the Fancy Dress competition with the theme of “Under the 
Sea”. The costumes were inventive and imaginative.  I hope someone has 
some photos for the website.  The model yachts looked lovely and again, 
plenty of thought and skill had gone into the making of these boats. Judges 
Janie and Richard Linsdale and Dave Banger had a hard time choosing the 
best costumes and most stylish boats.  The grand launch was spectacular, 
and the little boats proudly floated towards the shore (well some of them did). 
It was noticeable that the two winning boats were based on previous develop-
ment models.  I was particularly impressed with the “Flip Flop” boat.  This boat 
sailed against the wind, sadly in the wrong direction, and actually tacked!  The 
raft competition came next. The Bentons and Robertsons had a great idea; 
the human raft, but it lacked the basic idea of a floating platform.  The Kilbeys 
and Devereuxs had spent ages building a complicated platform but hadn’t had 
the confidence to try it out.  Joined by a few friends, they did very well indeed 
once they had got the hang of balancing the boat.  Amazingly, the construc-
tion held together.  The winning raft was deceptively simply; Ian’s invention of 
a pallet covered with heavy duty plastic.  He entertained us all, especially 
when he went down with his ship, unperturbed, as he neared the shore.  After 
this, the Lords of Misrule (Tim, Chris and Rachael Elliott and Russel Jones) 
took over and the water fighting started.  Richard did his best to supervise but 

 

A Topper and  two of the Oppies from the Junior Fleet 



it was obvious that some of his shore team had joined the anarchists.  At least 
no one got hurt and the boats seemed to be in one piece.  Elizabeth and I su-
pervised a much gentler water fight with the smaller children.  Everyone fin-
ished the week wet and happy. 
 
Pam Hart 
 

The Honours list 
 
Winners of the points competition for competitive games: 
 
Top Topper Sailor: Alice Benton 26 points 
Runner up: Matthew Gilmore & Emily Benton 25 points each 
 
Top Optimist Sailor: Isabel McGuire 26 points 
Runner up: Liam Platten 21 points 
 
Best fancy dress: Emily Benton Octopus, Ella Robertson and Jessica Gohl 
Clown Fish; Highly commended: Ian James Fire Fish 
 
Most stylish model boat: Ella, Tom and Jessica Gohl 
Runner up: Matthew Gilmore 
 
Model boat race: 

1st Joe Groombridge 
2nd James Stone 
3rd Jonathan Gilmore 

 
Best Raft 

1st  Ian James 
2nd  The Kilbeys and the Devereuxs 
3rd  The Robertsons and Bentons 

 
THE PERSON MOST LIKELY - 2008 
 
To represent England at sailing: Jeremy 8, Emily 6, Rory, Abbi, Alice, Law-
rence 
 
To sail around the world: Alice 3, Joe 3, Emily 2, Jeremy 2, Tom, Tristan, 
Julius 
 
To become Prime Minister: Scott 3, Tom 3, Seb 2, Ian 2, Joe, Rory, William 
 
To succeed in business: Scott 2, Tristan 2, Julius, Jessica, Rory, Ella, Gabri-
ella (I don’t know who Henry is but he got 3 votes) 



To become a pop idol: Ian 6, Abbi 6, Jessica, Jonathan, Emily 
 
To become a TV wildlife presenter: Jessica 4, Lawrence 3, Catherine 2, 
Liam. Isabel, Jonathan, Ella 
 
To work with children: Jason 3, Tom 2, Abbi 2, William, Ella, Lawrence 
 
To be happy with whatever they do: Ian 3, Gabriella 2, Emily, Scott, Jer-
emy, Joe, Matthew, Miles 
 
To be in the Big Brother House: Ian 4, Abbi 3, Jessica 2, The Elliotts, Tris-
tan, Jason, Tom 
 
To become a deep sea diver: Jeremy 3, Jason 3, Tom 2, Tristan 2, Grace, 
Scott, Saskia, Rory, James 
 
To be the next James Bond: Seb 2, Joe 2, James, Tristan, Ian, Jeremy 
(Best girls, Emily and Saskia) 
 
To be a Blue Peter presenter: Catherine 3, Katie 2, Ella 2, Harriet, Saskia, 
Jeremy, Grace, Jessica 
 
To be Commodore of Broadwater Sailing Club: Alice 4, Joe 3, Emily 2, Jer-
emy, Seb 
 
To marry Prince William: Abbi 4, Alice 2, Grace, Emily, Clio 
(Sorry Abbi – it’s your turn this year) 
 
The happiest sailor: Gabriella 4, Grace 3, Jason, Ian, Emily, Miles, Joe, Ella, 
Catherine 
 
The cutest sailor: Richard 10, Miles 2, Liam, Julius, James, Dylan, Rory 
(Do I sense a conspiracy here?) 
 
The funniest sailor: Joe 3, Ian 3, Miles 2, Tristan, Tom Abbi 
 
The wettest sailor: Seb 6, Saskia 3, Katie 2, Ian 2, Liam, Lawrence 
 
The one with the most beautiful eyes: Joe 4, Emily 4, Mini Tom, Grace, 
Joe, Ella, Catherine 
 
The most fashionable sailor: Emily 4, Tristan 3, Abbi 2, Saskia 2, Alice, Har-
riet, Jeremy 
 
The biggest rule breaker: Seb 5, Ian 5, Grace 2, Joe, Katie 



The biggest risk taker: The Elliotts 5, Seb 4, Katie 2, Ian 2, Lawrence, Katie, 
Saskia 
 
The most improved sailor: William 3, Jeremy 3, Grace 2, Harriet, Gabriella, 
Miles, Alistair, Matthew, Jason 
 
The kindest helper: Mini Tom 6, Elizabeth 4, Rachael 2 
 
The most outrageous helper: Russel 8, Elliotts 3, Chris 2 
(No hesitation about this one!) 
 
The sailor least likely to panic: Joe 3, Lawrence 2, Ian 2, Ella 2, Miles, Tris-
tan, Tom 
 
The loudest sailor: Ian 8, Seb 2, Pam (how dare you!), Jason Joe 
(Not much doubt here either) 
 
The quietest sailor: Joel 2 
 
The most polite sailor: Alistair 2, Angus 2 
 
The one with the smartest hair do: Emily 6, Jeremy 5, William 3, Tristan 2, 
Harriet 
 
The one with the wildest hair do: Lawrence 9, Ian 3, Jessica 2, Isabel 2 
 
The sailor most likely to choose a broken boat: Ella 4, Alice 4, Seb 4, Ian 2, 
James 2, Joe, Grace 
 
The sailor you’d prefer as your team leader: Lawrence 5, Emily 3, Abbi 2, 
Jeremy 2, Scott 2 
 
The sailor you’d most like as your crew: Alice 3, Ella 2, Joe, Grace, Jessica 
 
The person most likely to marry Grace: Ian 6, Miles 4, Julius, Tristan, Joe, 
Tom, Jonathan 

 

BSC CLUB CLOTHING 
 

A selection of clothing with the club logo is available to order. 
 

For details and availability contact 
 

Chris Brooks 01923 267241 



CHICHESTER CRUISE 27th September 2008 
 
Not only are the Devereux’s relatively new to Broadwater, we are new to sail-
ing.  This is only our second season, but we have been overwhelmed by how 
fantastic Broadwater is as a club and how welcoming and helpful all the mem-
bers have been towards us.  Most recently demonstrated when we were in-
vited to join the party to sail from Chichester to Hayling Island.  Although Scott 
and I were probably higher maintenance than our children, who can all sail, 
we were made to feel extremely welcome.  We all had a wonderful day which 
we will never forget and for that we thank you.  It would be rude not to say a 
special thanks to Dave, who took our boat down for us and got stuck in a hor-
rendous traffic jam when he made a separate journey to pick up a club Topper 
on the Friday evening; to Catherine who lent us all the equipment we needed 
and generally looked after us; and finally to Stuart who towed the safety boat 
down for Scott and I to man (which would not have been needed if we hadn’t 
have gone!). 
 

 

The author and his family with Janice and Stewart French 

 

BROADWATER SAILORS AT LARGE 



We asked the young sailors in the family to write a few words about their day: 
 
On Saturday the 27th we set off from Itchenor Hard and started sailing to Hay-
ling island.  I was really excited about the day as it was the first time I had ever 
sailed on the sea.  We had great fun all day, but the highlight for me was when 
I was allowed to have a go in the Feva RS400.  It was a fantastic boat to sail 
and very fast.  And to finish off the perfect day we even enjoyed helping every-
one de-rig their boats.  Thank you to everybody, who were all so nice. 
Seb 
 
It was really hard to try and decide what I liked best about my day in Chiches-
ter as there were so many good things.  But I think the thing that I enjoyed 
most was when I got to sail the RS400.  It was really fast and fun to sail.  Eve-
ryone there was also really nice and let us go on their boats.  It was a really 
brilliant day out. 
Tristan 
 
When we went to Chichester on Saturday 27th September I had a great time.  I 
also had some new opportunities with going in some new boats that I had 
never been in before.  I went in an RS Feva and took control of all three sails 
and even got to helm.  I also had a go in a Wayfarer which was really fun too, 
even though we nearly got stuck in a sand bank.  I really enjoyed the day out 
and would love to do it again. 
Saskia 
 
Well I liked jumping off the sand dunes and I liked playing on the beach and I 
liked helming lots of boats and sitting in the rescue boat.  I liked everybody 
they were nice. 
Miles 
 

AGM 
 

8 pm Tuesday 10th March 2009 March 
 

The Fairway Inn 
Moor Lane 

Rickmansworth 
Herts. WD3 1QL 

Tel: 01923 773163 
 

The entrance to the Fairway Inn is just beyond the Batchworth roundabout 
on the road to Watford 

 

Please come along to support your committee and give us your views 
or suggestions. 



ROUND THE ISLAND RACE  Saturday 28th June 2008 
 

Due to the tides, the start of our first race was to be at 0620 hours.  To be 
there for the gun would mean leaving the River Hamble on “Rose and This-
tle” (a J80 sports boat) by at least 0510 hours. My helm had decided that we 
should all be aboard by 0430 hours, so I would need to leave my student 
house in Southampton by 0400 hours. After a year as a student at the Univer-
sity, I was quite frankly horrified by the thought; 0400 was when I normally 
rolled in from the night before.  Despite this, everything went according to plan 
and, as arranged, we were in the starting area by 0545. 
 
Although the weather was a little foggy, (the sun had not yet fully risen to burn 
off the cloud) visibility was good which was fortunate considering the numbers 
of boats circling and practicing the timings of their starts.  Hugo Boss passed 
close to us and I caught a glimpse of Lewis Hamilton on the deck in his sailing 
gear, along with the rest of the colour coordinated crew.  Minutes later, a boat 
was de-masted (Atomic) and the guilty party we later discovered was Hugo 
Boss, had Lewis been at the helm?  

 
At 0610 hours we began to reach up and down the start line; everywhere I 
looked there were boats and sails.  We were lucky with our position at the 
start, those that were not found themselves struggling to tack onto port to 
avoid the island.  Unfortunately a number of Sunsail boats had positioned 
themselves to windward of us, not being able to point as high, they were soon 
bearing down on top of us.  After much shouting of rules, one managed to tack 
clear, enabling us to do the same.  Unfortunately the Sunsail boat tried to bear    
away under another coming across him  (continues after the colour pages)   



 

 
12 Hour Race  - The Junior Team Prepares 

12 Hour Race  - The ‘Fleet’ Gets Away 



 
Solent Rally - Zara  

 
12 Hour Race  - Joyce at the Helm 



 
Nelson Day Regatta 

Nelson Day Regatta  - Catherine & Brian 



 
Setting out across the pond - Onghiara leaves Tenerife 

The Destination English Harbour, Antigua from the Cocktail Bar 



on starboard; he failed to ease his main sail making it almost impossible for 
him to steer and there was an almighty crash.  Amazingly, there were re-
markably few other collisions considering the number of boats, close proximity 
and experience of some of the helms and crew. 
 
The West side of the island was good for a beat, the wind was from a consis-
tent direction and strong (force 5) with the occasional heavier gusts causing 
those less prepared to broach.  Although at the beginning of the race the hori-
zon ahead was hazy with cloud or fog, by the time we had reached Sconce 
Point the sun was shinning.  The wind over tide situation made the sea lumpy, 
especially between the point and the Needles.  Unfortunately for me, being the 
lightest and smallest member of the crew, I was given the foredeck position. 
This meant being the furthest from the cockpit, making it very difficult for me to 
crawl under the sail when tacking, and also resulting in me taking the brunt of 
all the waves.  After the first few tacks, my wellies had become full of sea wa-
ter making my feet freezing cold.  For the remainder of the race I determined 
to climb across the hatchway, dragging myself by my arms across the boat. 
My knees have only just recovered! 
 
After rounding the Needles, we altered our position of sail and headed down 
the south part of the island on a broad reach, turning onto a training run 
around St. Catherine’s Point. It became dangerous around the Needles, as we 
passed remarkably close to the rocks, but this did allow us an advantage over 
the other J80s as our bearing was that much better for the spinnaker.  Along 
that particular leg, we clocked over 16.5 knots on the speedometer, quite 
something for a J80 with only the spinnaker properly set.  I found the stretch 
between St Catherine’s Point and Sandown difficult though, as the boat was 
constantly lurching up and down the waves, sometimes surfing them, and at 
others, nose diving into them.  It was a continuous fight to stop ourselves from 
broaching, which we did dramatically at least 4 times.  With boats overtaking 
us and vice versa there was a huge variety of wind strengths.  One boat 
broached violently and headed towards the shore, we later found out that they 
had had to cut the halyard and gybe quickly so as to not hit Brighstone Bay. 
 
By 11 am we were two thirds of the way across the southern side of the Isle of 
Wight, everyone was thirsty and hungry and I was beginning to need the toilet. 
It was a” bucket and chuck it” process on board the Rose and Thistle, but the 
sea conditions on this leg were such that it would not have been sensible for 
me to have even attempted the task.  At last we rounded Bembridge Ledge 
and began going up-wind again.  Although it meant that I was to be soaked 
once more, and thrown across the boat when we tacked without warning, it did 
mean an end to the uncontrollable broaching and rolling from the sea. 
 
Going back round the East side of the island, the wind became shifty, tactics 
came much more into play as we were competing with two other J80s who 



had followed us around, we were not going to let them cross the line ahead of 
us.  For me this was the most competitive time because no one wanted their 
efforts of the last 6 hours wasted on a wind shift we hadn’t spotted.  Finally at 
14:43 we crossed the finish line and were able to head back to the Hamble for 
some well earned food and drink.  I got to helm on the way back which was 
greatly entertaining, as with only the main sail up, completely out on the 
shrouds (we were going on a broad reach) we were reaching 12 knots.  
Clearly the wind had picked up!  To our amusement a French boat ran 
aground, but luckily for them, the tide was coming in to lift their keel off the silt. 
 
In our fleet we came 14th out of 25.  This is an impressive result, seeing as our 
crew and helm were hugely inexperienced in both the character of the race 
and the boat.  Although this is not official, we looked at corrected times, and 
only 39 boats completed the Round the Island race faster than us.  This is an 
achievement I am immensely proud of.  I really enjoyed the experience of this 
famous race.  Prior to the race, I had only sailed on the boat four times, on 
each occasion with a different crew and I have never competed in a race of 
quite the same scale as the Round the Island.  Brilliant though it was, if given 
the opportunity again, I would choose a larger boat - one with a toilet and the 
opportunity to have food and drink on the way round! 
 
Emma Turner 

SOLENT RALLY 1st and 2nd November 
 

The weekend of the 1st and 2nd of November was forecast to be wet and 
windy, just the weather for the annual Broadwater Solent rally.  Kevin and 
Mary on Deamcatcher 2 were again the organisers this year with bookings for 
the expected five yachts at the Hamble Marina and then the Victory for Friday 
and then Yarmouth harbour and the Kings Head for Saturday.  On board Zara 
we started our weekend on Thursday evening.  After taking the handover from 
Helen Hill of Firstaway Charters (best in the Solent) the crew of Gabby, John, 
Karen and I took a short walk to the new Ghurkha restaurant just outside 
Ocean Village (Southampton).  Well worth a visit if you are in the area.  That's 
two business adverts in the first paragraph! 

Friday bought a pleasant start to the day with a good F3 to F4 from the North-
east, ideal for us to sail off the wind down Southampton Water and across to 
Cowes for lunch and the obligatory visit to the chandlers in the High Street.  At 
Cowes we met up with two of the other yachts, Dreamcatcher and Blue Note.  
After lunch and the purchase of the Zara crew lottery ticket (failed) we set sail 
again for the Hamble.  We were the last to leave and having seen Kevin in 
Dreamcatcher hoist his sails outside Cowes and head east to pass through 
the north channel around the Bramble Bank, we set off in hot pursuit.  We did 
not catch them, but later found they had motored west of the Bramble bank 



and we were chasing some other yacht!  

Friday evening in the Victory pub has become a tradition for the Broadwater 
Rally.  This evening was Halloween with the other bar in full fancy dress with 
some very nice young witches!  This started a conversation in which we de-
cided to time next year's rally for the 31st October and have fancy dress as a 
must!  We now had four of the yachts present having been joined by Border 
Reiver. 

 

Relaxing in Hamble 

Saturday started wet and windy which ruled out our intended lunch at anchor 
in Osborne Bay.  Kevin held a skippers’ meeting to re-arrange the day, Border 
Reiver decided not to go as far west as Yarmouth as they had to return to 
Langstone on Sunday and the wind and tide would present a problem for 
them.  Blue Note opted to stay with Border Reiver and spend Saturday night in 
Cowes.  Dreamcatcher and Zara went for Yarmouth with Elle Dehors, en-route 
from Gosport, joining in on VHF and also heading for Yarmouth.  It was a 
shame we split up, but that is all part of sailing, each skipper having to make 
his own plans dependant on yacht, crew, weather, tide and time constraints. 

Hamble to Yarmouth was wet but off the wind so a good sail and very quick 
with the west Solent tides helping us on our way.  We arrived in the harbour 
just behind Elle Dehors and had the pleasure of watching Mike and Mark 



berthing onto the upwind pontoon in the ever rising wind.  With all three yachts 
berthed we visited each other for drinks and arranged to get the taxi ashore 
for dinner in the Kings Head where Mike announced that it was the first day 
that Elle Dehors was no longer available for charter.  After an excellent meal 
with excellent company we retired to the "gentlemen’s club" splendour (all 
wood and green leather) of Dreamcatcher to drink nightcaps and reminisce 
about sailing trips we have all enjoyed, or not. 

Sunday brought the sun and fine wind to propel us back east and up the Me-
dina River for lunch on the pontoon opposite the Folly pub.  Saying goodbye 
to the crew of Dreamcatcher we headed north for Ocean Village and had a 
great sail tacking up Southampton water as the sun slipped behind the refin-
ery! 

Another very enjoyable rally, next year it will be on the weekend of the 31st 
October so put that in your diary now! 

SUMMER TRAVELS WITH MY DINGHY 
 
The ever optimistic Voak family decided that a holiday in Cornwall would be 
just the thing.  We started planning our trip during the cold winter, when all we 
could imagine was two weeks of perfect summer weather, the kids playing on 
the sun-drenched beaches, and of course jumping into the azure blue sea, 
and messing around in the Pico. 
 
The weeks before we set off, had me buying wheel locks for the trailer, and 
plenty of practising reversing the trailer in the local car park, being that this 
was my first long trip towing anything.  We were all set.  So the weekend be-
fore we where due to set off, I towed the empty trailer down to the club to pick 
up the Pico.  Horror of horrors!  When we arrived at the club, only to find my 
boat had been stolen, all we could find was a suspicious trail that lead over 
the fence, to the river running behind the club.  My son Toby and I spotted 
Catherine and team carrying out some extensive tidying of the trailer park.  
We discussed the issue, and Catherine suggested a trek through the nettles 
along the river bank might be in order. 

Toby and I set off in search;  I was suitably attired in shorts (ouch).  After 
about a mile we found the boat, unscathed and trapped by some fallen trees 
in the river.  A rescue party was launched, after heroic efforts on the part of 
Catherine, who volunteered to jump in the river for me (an offer you don’t get 
every day), the boat was rescued. 

The following weekend we headed off for Cornwall, Coverack near Helston 
was our eventual destination.  I drove down with the kids, and camping gear, 
and boat and the kitchen sink.  My wife, Chris, joined us later on choosing to 



travel down First Class on the train.  The kids and I set up the tent in the lash-
ing rain and near hurricane-level winds; so much for those dreams of a perfect 
fortnight in Cornwall.   

 

Adrian at Sea 

The next day, I took the boat to Swanpool near Falmouth and had a great af-
ternoon sailing whilst my family shopped in town – result no shopping for me!   
 
We took the boat out several times, during the fortnight and, I think, it added 
quite an extra dimension to the usual holiday.  Sea sailing I discovered is ab-
solutely fantastic a consistent wind always coming roughly from the same di-
rection, was a definite difference from the variable winds on Broadwater, and 
then the added fun of the swell changing the angle of the sail in the wind, I 
was in my element and the sea is really quite big!  Despite the pretty poor 
weather, I think the holiday was up there with the best of them.  The best 
day’s sailing was at Porthallow, where Toby took the photo of me surfing back 
toward the beach, but being careful not to beach it on the stony shore.  He 
also has one of me practising capsize drill – but I’ll keep that for my private 
collection! 
 
Adrian Voak 



‘SUSAN BOND’ GOES TO THE COAST 
 
The idea started off as a long ‘boys’ weekend with my mate Jon and I taking 
my Wayfarer dinghy “Susan Bond” out and about on the South Coast.  As a 
yachtsman, I know the Solent pretty well and had thought that rivers like the 
Hamble, Medina and Beaulieu or harbours such as Chichester, Portsmouth 
and Langston or even Wotton and Newtown creeks would offer a wealth of 
opportunity for us to sail in the day, camp at night having slaked our probably 
salty thirst in some of the splendid hostelries that I may have frequented in the 
past! 
 

Another possibility was Poole Harbour; after all it is the second largest natural 
harbour in the world, second after Sydney (although Cork Harbour and Halifax 
in Canada both have claimed the same over the years.  I have also read that 
Poole nicks it on surface area but as large parts are very shallow, Sydney 
claims it on contained water volume.). The advantage of Poole was also that I 
would be sailing “Susan Bond” there at the end of July. 

Anyway we agreed a date and then 
set about planning what to take – the 
list was endless! Sleeping bags, 
ground sheets, possibly a boom tent 
for “Susan Bond” (available from the 
Wayfarer’s Association for free!), 
cooking stove, pots, pans, crockery, 
cutlery… Where would it all go?  But 
then one thought about that Frank 
Dye and his crew, Bill Brockbank, 
who sailed a Wayfarer across the 
North Sea (back in 1964); where did 
they put it all?  
 
After much deliberation we con-
cluded that to start on a Friday 
morning with a sail that day, an over-
night up the top end of the harbour 
and then back to Brownsea Island 
(we know a man with a ramshackle 

building!) with a further shorter sail on the Sunday before leaving the boat at 
Brownsea and getting ourselves back to the mainland on the Sunday after-
noon and back home was the best plan.  My next move was to pick up the 
phone and, yes we must be wimps, booked a bed and breakfast at Wareham!  
 
So the trip was planned and I drove down on Thursday evening, parking out-
side Jon’s place about 15 miles inland from Poole Harbour.  We had a few 



beers and the following morning we set off with “Susan Bond” in tow.  We had 
checked out the forecast over the previous few days and thought we may get 
a bit of sun but plenty of wind was forecast, perhaps more than one would 
have chosen!  Still we were inland and I have sailed (raced even) in a force 6 
on more than one occasion.  Jon is an extremely competent crew and has 
also raced in such wind strengths so I was not particularly fazed.  We scooted 
across to Brownsea taking most of the gear and then picked up a small dory 
(good friends!) to tow “Susan Bond” over from the mainland.  We packed her 
with our kit, mainly in the rear locker and then checked out the safety gear  
 
Then, kitted out in our spray tops, shorts, buoyancy aids, hats, sunglasses 
(optimism for you), we set off from the beach and were heading southwest to-
ward Blood Alley between Brownsea and Furzey Islands.  Generally, into pre-
vailing winds, that would have been a tack.  In fact, in general, as Fareham is 
well to the West of Brownsea we should have had a bit of a slog.  However 
forecast and actual wind SE 5/6 occ 7!  Marvellous a broad reach.  Now being 
a cautious soul, I thought initially, as the beach runs SW/NE it is open to the 
SE and the harbour entrance also is open to the SE so jib would be sufficient 
just by the beach, and that proved to be the case.  By the time we bore away, 
we were going well so I left just the jib up – it worked well.  A good sail – navi-
gation was a bit puzzling at times – we had the racing chart for the harbour 
(which shows the buoys) as well as the Reeds almanac chartlet but we even-
tually worked it out and headed for the Wareham entrance. 
 
Now the Frome, the river which leads up to Wareham, is a little river which 
winds and twists with reeds either side reaching up some 2 meters.  We now 
need power so up main and then sailing on just about every point of sail in-
cluding a beat of about 400 meters with reeds on starboard and, by then, 
some moored boats to port – the starboard tack was virtually across the river, 
about 15 or 20 meters, whilst the port tack was thankfully much longer, some-
times up to 50 or 60 meters; quite tiring but great fun!  
 
Wareham is a quaint little town with many pubs and we found a mooring under 
the bridge (yes, mast down!) before retiring to the town for the evening.  The 
pub on the quay offered Ostrich on black rock – a heated granite slab which 
cooked the meat in front of your eyes; it certainly made us thirsty?  
   
The following morning we had insufficient water until around 10:30, and I was 
aware that the forecast was for more wind as the day progressed – we 
needed to get away as quickly as we could.  The first leg was back on the 
Frome but full main was not prudent – we tried just the jib but that gave us no 
power with moored boats blanking the first meter of so of wind.  We were 
caught at one stage downwind on the reeds and could only sail on by raising 
the main – reefed of course!  Once done we sped down river at alarming 
speed – mainly down wind or broad reached with many gibes as the river took 



its twist and turns.  Once out in the harbour proper and without the protection 
of the reeds, sailing just on jib felt the prudent thing to do.  Indeed, that was a 
very good call, as the initial route is close to shore but the second section 
opens up and wind whistling over a mile or so of open water is a different 
category altogether!  Technically we were broad reaching but in fact the ap-
parent wind was more close reaching – and with no main that was about as 
high as we could point.  And the spray!  A combination of waves and wind pro-
ceeded to drench us until we snuck in between Brownsea and Furzey again. 
Once round the corner of the island we had a splendid run back to Brownsea 
Castle Beach about lunchtime.  We waved to our mate Dave in the terrace 
and then retired to the showers – I went in fully clothed and just peeled of the 
layers, rinsing the salt water off them as I went.  We met Dave later in the bar 
and he had been looking at the Poole harbour website – blowing F8 appar-
ently! 
 

We had a great time and sailing for an hour or two with a decent steady 
breeze is what we all ought to be doing – if only we had the time and money!  
 

Tim Prichard Jones 

BROADWATER SITE - Thanks for Work Well Done 
 
Over the last year a small group of people have been working away on vari-
ous tasks aimed at improving the facilities for members.  
 
Harold Grenville and Pete Welbourn ably assisted by various other volunteers 
have done a great job in clearing both the large island and the smaller “Oak 
Tree” island giving improved winds on the eastern side of the lake for which 
we are all extremely grateful. 

 

Much of the Lake is now visible from the shore 



Thanks to Martin Arris who made some splendid and very sturdy new steps 
for the Portakabin changing room. 
 
Thanks also to Alan Darvill, Pete Welbourn and Don Kyle who redecorated the 
changing rooms and to Alan again for repairing and treating the veranda rails. 

 

Peter Welbourn 
 

Alan Darvill 

The Club is also very grateful to Tim Prichard Jones who spotted some very 
good tables and chairs which were about to be replaced and arranged trans-
port for them to be collected and brought to the club.  Those of you who have 
been to the club since will see how they have brightened up the main club 
room. 
 
Brian Deacon got us a large number of tyres which have enabled us to re-
place those which have been lost from pontoon number 2. 
 
These are but a few of the members who have assisted in numerous work 
parties and other maintenance activities throughout the year. 
 
The successful running of the club depends on volunteers like these but we 
really do need more help from competent DIYers so please keep an eye on 
the notice board for other projects for which we will need help.. 



Firework Party Saturday 8th November  

Work on the site together with the donation of some pallets produced an enor-
mous pile of material in the over-flow car park so on the Saturday morning 
Alan Darvill arrived to with a motley crew of helpers to turn it into a bonfire.  

 

Peter, Gill, Alan and Terry admire their handiwork  

Thanks to Alan and all those members who volunteered to turn out on a very 
cold Saturday morning without whose help we would have been struggling 
way into the afternoon to complete the job and miss out on the warm fire and 
refreshing beer in the Land of Liberty at lunchtime! 



The evening party saw one of the biggest gatherings that we have had in re-
cent years despite a somewhat windy night and the odd drop of rain. Many 
families turned out for a large bonfire and brilliant firework display though we 
could have done with a bit less wind, ironic for a sailing club!  Meanwhile Chris 
Brooks had fired up the barbecue and with the assistance of Mark Turner fed 
the now starving hoards with bangers and burgers, the bar did a roaring trade. 
Overall it was an outstanding evening. 

12 HOUR RACE JUNIOR PRESENTATION 
 
Many of the Junior Sailors who won prizes for the 12 Hour Race were not able 
to collect them on Remembrance Sunday but they were here for the fireworks 
so Catherine arranged for them to receive their prizes after the fireworks 



CHRISTMAS DINNER 6th December 
 
The 2008 Christmas Dinner at The Cock Inn, Sarratt, was a lovely evening 
due to the great organisational efforts of Gordon Harold.  Although a little 
down on numbers (24), with a few members off in foreign climes, we all en-
joyed an excellent meal and festive few hours. There are a number of Club 
dinners held throughout the year so please come and join us, details are on 
the Social Calendar.  

FIRST BROADWATER THEN THE ATLANTIC 
 
2008 seems to have ended with some Broadwater sailors getting the urge to 
go further afield, Chris Brooks and Joyce Moon having joined Chris’s brother- 
in-law to sail to Barbados and Dave Banger accompanying his daughter on a 
sail to Antigua.  Dave’s account follows in the next few pages whilst we will 
include an article from Chris and Joyce in the next issue.  

Lost Property 
 

It is surprising how much sailing clothing and other kit is left in the clubhouse 
and never reclaimed, eventually we end up with so much that it has to be 

disposed of. 
 

The Following Items have been left in the clubhouse recently: 
Picnic mat; Folding chair; Odd clothes including fleeces and children’s 

clothing and a Trailer lighting board C634 DHW 
 

Should any of these belong to you please collect them as soon as is 
convenient  



‘SWANNING ACROSS THE POND’ – or the continuing tale of 
the Good Ship ‘Onghiara’ 
 

Well happy readers, following on from my article in the July Broadreach when 
I detailed what happens when you teach your children to sail, I am pleased to 
tell everyone that ‘Onghiara’ (a brand new Swan 82) was eventually launched 
mid-July from the boat yard in Pietarsaari in northern Finland.  The crew, in-
cluding my daughter Amy, together with the lads from Nautor (who make the 
Swans), carried out sea trials. Eventually the skipper accepted the boat 
(although not totally complete) as the owner wanted to meet them in Gotland 
(an island just off the Swedish coast) in mid-August and sail with them down 
to Copenhagen (the only trip to date he has actually made on the boat!!!!). 
 

This was achieved and then they sailed the long way round Denmark (not us-
ing the Kiel Canal) and arrived in Hamble Marina in September in order that 
most of the remaining works could be completed by Hamble Yacht Services 
(agents for Nautor). This included lifting the boat out and realigning the water 
line as the antifouling was not carried out high enough (in fact the water line 
was about 100mm below the water when I first saw the boat).  Before it was 
lifted out Mum and Dad had a very pleasant day on the boat in the Solent in-
cluding watching the experience of both magnetic compasses being reswung 
by an ex-RN guy using Ryde church steeple as the fixed point for his opera-
tion and also a sail expert from North Sails checking out the sail wardrobe 
(this was great as all sails apart from the storm stay sail were run up) and we 
experience sailing up and down the Solent at some 14-16 knots in 18 or so 
knots of breeze.  He decided that the genoa could be cut better and just ar-
ranged for the sail to be collected the next day and returned to the sail loft for 
the alterations – it is a totally different world at this level of equipment. 
 
Following the day sail, the skipper asked if I would like to be one of the two 
necessary additional crew members required to deliver the boat from Tenerife 
(the next place the owner wanted to be on board) to Antigua as the owner 
wanted to have Christmas in the Caribbean.  During the time Onghiara was 
sailing down to the Canaries in late September – early October, in not very 
pleasant weather which required a couple of days sheltering in Falmouth be-
fore venturing out and down south through the Bay of Biscay, I negotiated with 
my company to have four weeks off in late November – early December and 
my trip was on, followed with a holiday in Antigua with Margaret.   
 
So on 16th November Margaret dropped me off at Gatwick Airport and I caught 
the flight to Tenerife and was collected at the airport by Amy only to be in-
formed that they still had a electronics guy from Nautor in Finland with them 
as all the electronic navigation equipment including the auto helm had failed 
on the way down to Tenerife and, almost as important, the chef on board had 
condemned the oven fitted to the boat at the direction of the Project Manager 



(I will not make any comments about outside consultants as generally they 
tend to be the bane of my life!!!!) and they were still waiting for DHL to deliver 
the new oven from Italy, so I settled in on board getting to know the boat and 
where everything was positioned and to enjoy the sunshine whilst exploring 
Santa Cruz.  The lad from Nautor was superb and resolved the problem and 
thoroughly checked out the electronics on the whole boat – he also bought a 
thermometer and took a picture of the reading at 28° C and sent it back to his 
work mates in Finland as the temperature there had just dropped to 4 degrees 
below!!!!! 

We were scheduled to leave on the Thursday (20th) with the other crew mem-
ber flying in on Wednesday evening from the boat he works on (a classic 
sloop that races in the Classic Circuit in the Med) and is based in St Tropez 
(where did we all go wrong I wonder) but still no oven.  Thankfully with Amy’s 
help of being fluent in Spanish, the unit was eventually tracked down (they 
tried to deliver it to the wrong marina!!!) and we received it late on Thursday 
evening, unpacked and checked it and stowed it in the Lazerette, working on 
the basis that it would be fitted in Antigua in sufficient time for use when the 
owner next came on board on Christmas Day expecting the ‘Full Monty’ 
Christmas Dinner. 
 

 

Onghiana was in Hamble Marina being worked on by Nautor  



 

We all quickly settled into our watch schedule of three hours on and five hours 
off with the first and third hours of the watch being carried out in conjunction 
with the person finishing their watch and the person starting their watch which 
left only one hour in each person’s watch cycle when they were on their own.  
As the chef had elected not to do the voyage Amy covered this roll magnifi-
cently and also did the watch every day from 05.00 to 08.00 to break the pat-
tern for the rest of the crew (four of us) so we all saw the sunset, sunrise etc 
and rotated through both night and day. 
 

We suffered our first fall in the wind as we came out of the acceleration zone 
and for five hours between 05.00 -11.00 hours on the 23rd had no more than a 
force 1-2 north easterly.  The breeze filled in around noon to a force 3-4 and 
we started to creep south westerly on a course 220° but making only 120 Nm 
in the next 18 hours. 

We carried out all the necessary customs’ checks on Friday and set sail for 
Antigua mid-morning on Saturday 22nd November.  A course was set at ap-
proximately 200° (varying between 190° & 220° as we slipped by the island) in 
a force 4-6 north easterly breeze, out of Santa Cruz down to the acceleration 
zone caused by the islands, with 5/8 cloud cover and excellent visibility and a 
moderate sea state, covering 170 nautical miles in the first eighteen hours on 
our south westerly route towards our intended waypoint just north west of the 
main island of the Cape Verde islands, with the concept of picking up the 
trade winds and turning west for the Caribbean.   

Amy Banger at the helm giving it 
some wellie about 20 miles out from 

Tenerife 

Dave at the helm with Tenerife in the 
background - only 3000 miles plus to 

go!!!! 



We were receiving weather updates every 24 hours by e-mail from Chris 
Tibbs the ‘weather guru’ as he had been the ‘weather man’ on the classic boat 
that the rest of the crew including the skipper had raced on a few seasons ago 
and were becoming well aware that we needed to sail a long way south to find 
any trade winds due to the deep trough that was sitting across the central At-
lantic caused by the weather pattern on the mainland of North America and 
the lows that were sitting too far south in the north Atlantic. 
 
The wind continued to veer to ENE and was generally maintaining a force 3-4 
with the sea state dropping to calm and the cloud cover virtually disappearing.  
 
Dolphins were joining us all the time and carrying out all their normal tricks in 
and out of the bow wave of the boat and on 24th we caught our first, and unfor-
tunately, our last fish (we lost all the lures) which was a Dorado (dolphin fish) 
which Amy cooked to perfection for lunch together with a great salad (well this 
is better than sitting at my desk!!!!!!). 
 
We also passed through our first time zone on 24th and set the clocks back 
one hour. 
 
That night we were joined again by dolphins and with the water being so calm 
the phosphorescence streaming off their bodies was amazing as they were 
highlighted and appeared like ghosts skimming through the water.  It was 
really easy to see where the tales of mermaids came from with the ancient 
mariners.    
 
We maintained 220 Nm over the next 24 (but really 25 hours) with the sea get-
ting calmer all the time and the cloud cover never being greater than 2/8th 
 
On 26th at 10.10 hours 780 Nm out from Tenerife we put in a gybe to a course 
of 290° to see if this would be more advantageous but the wind persisted at 
ENE and we gybed back during the early hours (05.10) on the next day return-
ing to a course of 240°, so still Cape Verde Islands here we come!!!!!!  
 
On the check round the boat on the morning watch of 26th it appeared that 
during the night we had received a couple of flying fish on the deck and a 
small squid.  It is a mystery how either of these creatures can get on board 
with a freeboard in the region of 2 metres and I must admit I had no idea how 
far the flying fish actually travel in the air above the waves  
 
The wind started to back to NE just after mid-day on 27th and then veered to 
ESE and SE increasing in velocity to a good force 5 and with the surf increas-
ing we had a great sail over the next 24 hours with the Code One sail and full 
main achieving 15-16 knots at times and altering course with the changing 
wind direction to between 265° and 285° and covering a distance of just over 



250 Nm in the 24 hour period up to 09.00 hours on 28th and nearing 1250 Nm 
from Tenerife before we put the clocks back for the second time to UT-2 and 
actually making our way east to the Caribbean. 
 
We used this wind to take us down to a latitude below 16°N trying to find the 
proper Trade Winds but, as forecast, the wind backed again to E and then 
ENE and dropped to a force 2.  The main was dropped and the Code One sail 
kept out with the genoa poled out the other side (just like a big bra) but we 
were loosing boat speed (down to between 6-7 knots) all the time and defi-
nitely coming into the weather trough but we were still travelling predominately 
eastward and we could feel the temperature rising steadily.  We gybed the sail 
configuration in the late afternoon of 29th and set a course at 270° along lati-
tude 16° 20 N having what turned out to be the final flourish of wind that morn-
ing when the genoa was furled leaving the Code One up and the main re-
hoisted in a veering force 4 breeze. 
 
In the early morning of 30th the wind died and after sitting and waiting to see if 
anything was going to fill in and still being 1450 Nm from our destination the 
Code One was furled and the motor turned on.  
 
The pattern of sails up when any breeze appeared to sails down and motor on 
when the breeze died carried on for the next five days and cut our 24 hour av-
erage distance covered down to under 200 Nm. 
 
The wind backed to NNE at times and had the odd moment allowing us to use 
all the various sail combinations including for one short period of sailing on a 
close reach with the full genoa and a reefed main and exceeding 10 knots in 
15-18 knots of breeze.  
 
We had the great privilege of sighting whales about 200 metres off the port 
bow and to watch them blow half a dozen or so times and then dive with the 
great fin tails rising and disappearing below the water was a wonderful experi-
ence. 
 
We set the clocks to UT-3 on 2nd and were starting to encounter the odd rain 
squall using each one to sail as much as possible to conserve fuel.  As usual 
the weather has no thought and these squalls occurred day or night so the 
watch pattern became a little broken as, even with all the electric winches (the 
only manual winch was the spinnaker pole hoist on the mast) and electric furl-
ing gear, it still required three crew members to hoist the sails for with a 33 
metre mast and 163 m2 main sail it is a lot of kit. 
 
We very nearly had a disaster during the early morning of 5th just after sunrise 
when a 2 metre square section of fishing net caught in the prop. The boat’s 
engineer jumped in and luckily released the net without too much difficulty and 



we sensibly put this piece of net with all our other rubbish in the anchor locker 
for disposal when we landed. 
 
As we started to close towards the Caribbean the wind filled in between a 
force 3-4 and fluctuating between NNE to E which together with an absolutely 
calm sea state allowed us to predominately sail the last 400 Nm at a course of 
285° and landfall was sighted around 05.30 on 8th. 
 
To see the coast of Antigua outlined by the reflection of the sunrise behind us 
after 16 days at sea was a welcome sight especially as I knew Margaret had 
flown over on the 5th and was waiting for us to arrive. 
 
The difference in the outline of Antigua and Montserrat was quite stunning es-
pecially as the volcano on Montserrat was lightly smoking within the cloud sur-
round. 
 
We sailed round the coast past the peninsula between Willoughby Bay and 
Mamora Bay where Margaret was staying and tried to raise her on the mobile 
so she could see us sail in but unfortunately the message reached her after 
we had passed.  The coast line of Shirley Heights (the lookout point in Nel-
son’s day) then the entrance to English Harbour with the concealed area of 
Nelson’s Dockyard and the Pillars of Hercules (sandstone cliffs eroded by the 
wind forming columns within the face of the cliffs) on the entrance passed by 
with the entrance of Falmouth Harbour and our destination in Catamaran Ma-
rina coming quickly into sight.  The sails were dropped and we entered the 
harbour and waited for our berth to become available, finally after 3300+ Nm 
we docked at 09.30 ship’s time and changed the clocks for the final time to 
UT-4 (Antigua time).  Amy set to in the galley and cooked the first and only 
cooked breakfast of the voyage to celebrate our arrival. 
 
Margaret caught a taxi down from the hotel to the marina to join us and we all 
put the boat to bed.  Margaret and I settled in to enjoy a very pleasant short 
holiday on the island with the company of Amy and meeting up with the re-
mainder of the crew most evenings for a meal and fun in the local establish-
ments!!!! 
 
My memories of the trip will be especially the magnificent sunrises and sun-
sets coupled with the truly wonderful night skies (how we miss so much with 
the light pollution), the wild life with the dolphins, whales and sea birds, sailing 
with a great crew on a really lovely boat, being out there on your own for the 
vast majority of the time (we saw one merchant ship close in on the whole trip) 
and only a couple of other sailing boats even though the radar showed that 
there were a few ships around and we occasionally saw lights of these ships 
at night, plus encountering flotsam in the middle of the Atlantic that turned out 
to be a 4 foot fluorescent tube floating on the surface.  The kids deciding that 



the boat was sailing so slowly (about 1 knot) at one time that they would go for 
a swim in the Atlantic with 4000 metres of water under them by diving off the 
bow and catching the trailing rope we had rigged off the stern swimming plat-
form.  
 
The experience of taking sun, moon and star sights on the sextant and trying 
to remember the celestial navigation that I did in the classroom at night school 
about six years ago (the memory has seriously faded!!!) 
 
Well Amy spends about a month to six weeks in the Caribbean and then she 
sails with the boat through the Panama Canal and on to the Pacific Islands 
before setting sail for Auckland for Christmas 2009 (a real hard life!!!!!!!!)  
 
David Banger                      

 

Possible Day Cruise between Lymington – Newton Creek 
 

26th September 2009 
 

Following the success of the Chichester Cruise over several years, I have 
been asked by some ‘die-hards’ to look into the possibility of organising a 
more adventurous day-sail. So sitting at the kitchen table armed with charts, 
tide tables, etc and the event’s diary of Broadwater I detail below the only pos-
sibility I can see for such a day-sail.  
 

My suggestion would be to leave from the public slipway at Lymington (or pos-
sibly Lymington Sailing Club slip – I will contact them and try and make the 
necessary arrangements for all boats) sail down the Lymington River and 
across the Solent to Newton Creek for a picnic lunch and return to Lymington 
where I know the bar/restaurant of Lymington Sailing Club would welcome 
such intrepid sailors for a beer and meal before returning home. 
 

The trip is approximately 7 Nm each way ‘as the crow flies’ and therefore 
should take about 3-3½ hours in reasonable conditions to complete each way, 
allowing for the getting in and out of the river mouths and crossing the Solent. 
The date chosen is on neap tides and timed on the tide being with the boats in 
both directions.  
 

Timing would be to leave Lymington slip around 1000 hours thus arrival at the 
Newton Creek slip should be achieved by 1330 hours and leaving Newton 
Creek about 1530 hours after the tide has changed arriving back at Lymington 
around 1900 hours (Sunset is 1853 hours so it will be a pleasant time to come 
in and de-rig)  
 

The tides and weather conditions are critical with a dinghy in the Solent and 
the selected date gives the best opportunity of achieving the objective 



BLUE TUESDAY 2008 WORLD TOUR 
 
Global warming seems to have transposed into climate change and 2008 will 
be remembered by us the year of the big winds. 
 
After a promising start to the year with good conditions at the Sutton in Ash-
field, Emberton and Papercourt Graduate Opens, Chipstead proved to be hair-
ier than usual. However this was nothing compared with what happened at 
Swarkestone (Derby South). We stayed locally and on the Saturday night the 
wind speed increased.  By morning the weather forecast was for gusts of up to 
55 mph and admonishments to stay off the roads and to avoid old trees. On 
arriving at the club, sailing for the Graduates was cancelled although a few 
Lasers ventured out for a capsize race which they did so many times we lost 
count. 
 
The next big event was the Medway Regatta and the Saturday forecast was 
for winds increasing to Force 6 - not too bad as the gusts are foreseeable on 
this large water.  However whilst planing on a dead run we somehow man-
aged a capsize which was unusual but also disastrous as the carbon fibre jib-

(weather permitting) however anyone thinking of taking part must have a suit-
able dinghy in a good seaworthy state carrying the basic cruising equipment of 
anchor, engine, flares, reefing facility, etc and be capable of sailing it in ‘Open 
Water’ without safety cover. 
 

I would arrange for my brother-in-law to chaperone the fleet in his 40 foot 
sloop (which is moored in Lymington) so we would have someone to ‘look 
over us’ but believe me it does not take long for boats to become separated in 
open water.  
 

If anyone is interested in making the voyage please contact me as soon as 
possible and I will start to arrange the day-sail fully and would suggest that 
anyone thinking of taking part to try and do the Chichester Cruise on 18th July 
as a ‘taster’.  
 

I would be willing to chat over any aspect with potential day sailors so please 
just give me a ring. 
 

I would aim for at least four boats to make the cruise and would need as much 
time as possible to fully arrange so would appreciate early interest if possible. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from anyone!!!!!!! 
 
David Banger (Wayfarer W8622)  
Tel/fax – 020 88689342  mobile 07860 244 946  
E-mail banger.2001@virgin.net 



stick had broken into four pieces and got completely entangled with the jib-
sheets - this took some five minutes to sort out and we were then drifting onto 
some fairly solid rusty barges. We got clear just in time and limped back to 
sort out the damage.  With the wind increasing further we did not sail race two 
as sailing without a jib-stick in a Grad is grim stuff but Sunday was only a 
Force 5 so we coped and managed to win a couple of bottles of wine! 
 
Next to Brightlingsea for the Three Creeks Race, which we had sailed before 
and enjoyed very much. 
 
This race takes place when the tide is at its highest and after a short venture 
into the estuary we then sail inland up to separate creeks and re-cross the line 
at the club for the finish. This is normally good for Graduates as one of the 
creeks is very narrow and ideal for us.  However this year was unusual as the 
Catamarans would sail with us but because they cannot tack very well we 
would not sail inland very far.  In order to make the Handicap race a good 
length we therefore had a huge course around the Colne Estuary before turn-
ing inland.  Matters were not improved by having to scrape the snow off the 
boat cover before the start.  Unfortunately the wind speed increased to the 
point that waves were breaking over the foredeck but with bailers down and 
additional bailing we were able to progress, albeit more slowly than desired. 
Eventually we sailed past the club for the inland marks and finally finished in 
just under two hours.  Regretfully we were the only visitors for this prestigious 
event (I wonder why?) so they would not accept an entry fee! 
 
On then to the Chichester Graduate Nationals for a great weekend - but still 
too windy for comfort - sailing being postponed until the next day after a very 
windy first race when ½ the +20 fleet retired. 
 
Family week at Chichester followed on from the Nationals and was a good ex-
perience in a big handicap fleet.  We did really well one day when the winds 
were very light.  When we left on the Friday morning my friend and I were third 
and fourth - beaten by a Lark and a Laser.  Interestingly both the Lark and the 
Laser had volunteered for duties during the week and in doing so used two 
average results (which they were given for doing duty) in the final tot-up.  This 
meant they only had to sail two days to get a good result.  Finally it was on to 
Aldeburgh on the east coast of Suffolk for the week-long Regatta on the river 
Alde. Once again the wind blew hard and after a reasonable first day the Mon-
day Sea Race was cancelled as it was too dangerous to launch - the day coin-
cided with the carnival and was not part of the series.  The carnival is not to be 
missed with a great parade and exotic foods and drinks!  Next day was also 
cancelled with 40 knot gusts predicted although some big cruisers sailed well 
reefed down.  At last we got a race on Wednesday and survived in a Force 6, 
but with Thursday being the long-distance race round Havergate Island and 
Force 6 predicted again, we did not enter. Finally Friday started with a post-
ponement - no wind but after a one hour delay we started and finished in nice 



OUT CLUBBING? 
 

Your cut out and keep guide to clubs in Eastern England 
 

Beccles Amateur 
 

A spectacular river location for this friendly club approached through the 
massed swarms of midges in the neighbouring fields.  We hear there are 
plans to build another launching ramp but on our visit the single narrow facility 
was under severe pressure.  Due to the Suffolk rationing system for mark dis-
tribution this club was only awarded 3 and these were placed in a line down 
the narrow river.  Good boat handling skills and good manners are necessary 
as the river gets even narrower for the numerous dinghies taking part although 
the courses are quite simple – sail upriver, sail downriver. 
 

Top Tip:  On no account enter the Three Bridges race.  This can last 5 or 6 
hours which is a long time in a Graduate – particularly one without toilets or 
cooking arrangements.  The Regatta is a good option with unusual prizes and 
a nice buffet organised by the ladies who do not sail. 
 

Deben Yacht Club 
 

This modest yet friendly club is built on stilts on the banks of the tidal river De-
ben at Woodbridge.  Although there is a front entrance, nobody has even 
been allowed to use this door in living memory, so you enter through the side 
gate and around the balcony to get in.  Access to the club with a boat and the 
sundry kit is not for the fainthearted as you cannot get a car within 300 yards.  
Park the car – make sure you get a ticket and unhook the trailer.  Open the 
level crossing gates each side and check for trains.  If all clear sprint over the 
tracks not forgetting the boat.  Relock the gates and then walk the trailer down 
the path, across the playing field, round the boating pond up the slope and 
then turn right then down to the dinghy park.  Overhanging trees will remove 
all burgees so do not put these up until later.  This club possesses the world’s 
smallest gents’ and ladies’ changing rooms and also the UK record for the 
amount of hot dogs consumed at any regatta.  DYC hot dogs are regarded as 
a Suffolk delicacy and can be consumed at any meal time. 
 

Top Tip:  If you must sail here do not linger in front of the start line if it’s not 
your start.  There is a very fierce race officer with a very loud tannoy system 
liable to dish up serious verbal abuse.  If you are gently appraising the ladies 
behind the tea bar do not try to chat them up when they are serving the hot 

conditions.  However a whole week away for three races we had more time on 
the water at the Broadwater Autumn Regatta the other Sunday! 
 

Blue Tuesday 



dogs as this can annoy waiting sailors in the queue and you could be depos-
ited in the muddy banks of the Deben.  Do not hang around the only launch 
ramp.  There are upwards of 60 dinghies to get in and out and an area the 
size of a small bedroom to park on. 
Simply Gorgeous S.C. 
 

Darlings, don’t miss sailing this wonderful venue although my dear crew does 
not think that the colour of the clubhouse curtains clashes with the pale pink 
washed walls.  Still what does a hairdresser from Hampstead know about col-
our coordination.  You should see his new wet suit talk about loud it is lovely 
and clean.  Anyway, avoid those nasty boys who shout starboard at you when 
you are admiring the flowers on the banks of the river.  You simply must try 
the lunch in the club – its absolutely divine and with a glass of cold white wine 
finishes off a perfect morning.  Then a little rest in the afternoon whilst the oth-
ers race – it is so pleasant lying in the long grass listening to the birds. 
 

Top Tip:  Paint your trolley and trailer to match the hull of your boat. 
 

More things you seldom hear: 
 

•     The trees round the lake are really great now they are mature. 

•     I just love those fishermen. 

•     Lets just wash out our wet suits. 

•     What a nice tidy men’s changing room. 

•     I’ll just leave my car unlocked in the car park. 

•     These weeds in the water make the lake so attractive. 

•     I’ll just leave my wallet on top of my sailing kit. 

•     I wonder if my car keys float? 

•     Are these pork sausages kosher? 

•     Is this sailing club food suitable for those on a diet? 
 

AN FINALLY: - ITS ALL DONE BY COMPUTER  
 

My daughter hired a car whilst living in Japan, this is her rental agreement. 
 

Attention 
 

In this time, thank you for using a NISSAN rental car truly.  
The operation keep and try a traffic law for the safe operation. 
 

The <following of the attention item is>, always looking. 
 

1. In case of reckless operation, when licenseless, in case of drinking opera-
tion and so on, be careful sufficiently in application’s one of the insurance. 
 

2. We request to return a vehicle into the business time.  In the business time 



of this business place, it is from 7 o’clock to 20 o’clock.  Return a vehicle into 
the business time.  When delayed, always contact the inside of the business 
time to the business place. 
 

3. When extended, always inform this business place of contract time.  When 
the accident occurs while extending without notice, be careful sufficiently be-
cause the application of the insurance isn’t sometimes received.  Also, when 
to extend without notice becomes equal to or more than 24 hours, it some-
times notifies to the police station as the burglary accident.  As for the giving 
going wrong, too, we request contact. 
 

4. Contact immediately to the business place if the accident occurs.  The op-
eration keep and try a traffic law for the safe operation.  When the accident 
occurs, notify to the police station which is nearest (to all accidents which in-
cluded the accident only of the one’s own vehicle).  Also inform a following 
item at the same time. 
             1) The accident occurrence date and time 
             2) The accident occurrence place 
             3) the occurrence situation of the accident 
When the automatic car leaves in the spot in the condition which can not run 
in the one’s own power by the accident, you contact a rent business place.  
Then, get and keep indication in the safe place for the danger, the burglary 
prevention.  Also, we request so as not to do a private settlement selfishly. 
 

5. When the accident occurs and is to do impossible with the car use, at the 
point, the loan ferry contract ends.  When the accident that the vehicle fell into 
the condition of use’s being impossible occurs, it is processed as the one with 
the contract time which was ended even if a contract period was left as the 
principle.  In the era car, in case of the hope, it charges a charge separately. 
 

6. When supplying fuel, have receipt proof.  When supplying fuel, supply fuel 
as the adhesive label.  When supplying fuel on the way, always have a receipt 
proof because it brings about hinderance when adjusting. 
 

7. When changing an abandonment business place, contact beforehand.  
When changing an abandonment place, contact this business place or the first 
abandonment plan business place beforehand.  When not having contact, it 
charges the contract violation gold to set separately. 
 

8. When wanting to return a rental car on the way, the leaving business place 
contact and receive consent beforehand.  In this case, we return a charge in 
the non-use period but we have payment with cancellation fee separately. 
 

9. Because the damage of the puncturing repair ear, the attachment article.  
The attachment article is the outside of the application of the insurance, it be-
come the load of the use person. 
Don Kyle 



 
Definitely a Fickle Wind Sunday in December 

 
Nelson Day Regatta  - Dave Walford 



Unit 24 Peerglow Industrial Estate 

Olds Approach 

Tolpits lane 

Watford 

Herts. WD18 9SR 

Tel: 01923 896996 Fax: 01923 890829 

E-mail: Sales@rlsupplies.co.uk  

Just 10 mins from Broadwater Sailing Club 

 

We are grateful to RL Supplies who sponsor the postal costs for 

your copy of Broadreach 

 

Visit our fantastic website at 

www.rlsupplies.co.uk 

for all your computer and accessory needs. 

Free mousemat with your first order, please quote 

‘Broadreach’ in special instructions 
 

PC Builds (Custom and Modular) 
 

Repairs 
 

Upgrades 
 

Hardware 
 

Printers & Scanners 
 

Consumables 

 


